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IBM Challenge 2018-19 

 

Introduction: About IBM 

 

IBM, or International Business Machines, is a multinational computer technology and IT 

consulting corporation headquartered in Armonk, New York, United States. IBM originated from 

the bringing together of several companies that worked to automate routine business 

transactions. IBM's corporate mission is to lead in the creation, development and manufacture 

of the industry's most advanced information technologies, including computer systems, 

software, networking systems, storage devices and microelectronics. 

 

IBM Research has been exploring artificial intelligence (AI) and machine learning technologies 

and techniques for decades. We believe AI will transform the world in dramatic ways in the 

coming years – and we’re advancing the field through our portfolio of research focused on three 

areas: towards human-level intelligence, platform for business, and hardware and the physics of 

AI. We’re also working to accelerate AI research through collaboration with like-minded 

institutions and individuals to push the boundaries of AI faster – for the benefit of industry and 

society. 

 

Watson is IBM’s suite of enterprise-ready AI services, applications and tooling. Powered by the 

latest innovations in machine learning, Watson lets you learn more with less data. You can 

integrate AI into your most important business processes, informed by IBM’s rich industry 

expertise. You can build models from scratch, or leverage our APIs and pre-trained business 

solutions. No matter how you use Watson, your data and insights belong to you − and only you. 

 

The IBM Challenge 

 

What is Watson? Powered by the latest innovations in machine learning, Watson lets you learn 

more with less data. Your business processes get smarter with Watson. From healthcare and 

education to finance, transportation, and energy, Watson is trained by leading experts in your 

field, so you can quickly embed into your existing workflows. Watson understands the language 

of your industry and taps into deep domain knowledge to help you make more informed 

decisions faster. 

 

Your data is valuable, no matter how much (or little) you have. Watson can ingest, enrich, and 

normalize a wide variety of data types without any additional integration, allowing you to make 

use of data from a broad range of sources with ease. 

 

 

 

Predicted Problem Statement 
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As a direct report to IBM, use data analytics to solve an issue in your community. Gather 

information from the community/neighborhood, analyze trends found in the data, and 

then develop an innovative solution that will improve your community by making 

decisions and/or informing people in a more timely manner. You can utilize IBM's tools 

such as Watson to assist in research and decision making. 

 

To tackle this problem, you will become a direct report to a team of IBM mentors. Organize your 

project following the phases below, planning and allocating specific time to each:   

 

Phase I. Select your community and community problem to solve using data analytics. 

Do you want to focus on your high school, your neighborhood, or Chicago as a whole? Give 

some thought as to why you are choosing this community, and whose lives you are looking to 

improve. 

 

Phase II: Narrow your focus. What is your solution and how is it similar, and different, from 

what already exists? Who is your target audience - peers within your school or neighborhood, a 

particular population?  

 

Phase III: Collect your data. How will you be collecting this data? Interviews, surveys, 

observations, focus groups, public data sets, documents and records? Figure out your method 

and, before moving forward, run it by your IBM mentors.  

 

Phase IV: Analyze your data. Using IBM software such as Watson, look at the trends and 

patterns in your data. What do they show you, and how does this support your solution and 

improve the lives of your target audience in your community?  

 

Phase V. Use wireframes and visual design to map out your solution. This part of the 

process should include providing a draft of a deliverable to your mentor for feedback before you 

work on creating the final solution. 

  

Phase VI. Prototype and present your idea. You will have a designated amount of time to 

prototype your idea. Make sure you are ready to do this by having your design finalized before 

moving forward. Create a visual, interactive presentation in a way that allows the audience to 

see what it looks like to use your app or solution, and how it is helping your selected community 

and focus area. 

 

 

 

Resources: 

IBM solutions by industry 

IBM Artificial Intelligence 

https://www.ibm.com/industries?lnk=min
https://www.ibm.com/us-en/products/category/technology/cognitive-computing-and-AI?lnk=ushpv18pt2&lnk2=learn
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IBM Watson  

Watson blog 

AI brings next-gen solutions to solve today’s real problems 

Watson offerings 

Stories about how Watson and AI are changing business 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ibm.com/watson/about/index.html
https://www.ibm.com/blogs/watson/
https://www.ibm.com/blogs/client-voices/ai-next-gen-solutions-solve-todays-real-problems/
https://www.ibm.com/watson/offerings/
https://developer.ibm.com/technologies/artificial-intelligence/?lnk=hpmdev_dw&lnk2=learn

